











Park

No group of riders puts their gear through more than the terrain park set. Add

the rocky spires of Lone Peak to the mix and you’ll know why Minneapolis

native Matt Larson buys a new board each season. A freestyle educator, he’s

intent on giving riders the best park and pipe skills, but just like his favorite

gear here, he also looks to extend it to the tram on a powder day.
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BURTON X8
Whatever cool top-sheet graphic option you
choose, Larson says this board lets you feel the
mountain under your feet to help you navigate the

subtleties of the park or pipe. $600, burton.com

PATAGONIA MEN’S
DOWN SWEATER

This lightweight underlayer
delivers warmth without the
bulk, leaving you feeling
unrestricted and free

when spotting a landing

or on crucial takeoffs.
$200, patagonia.com

=

BURTON RONIN AUDIO
STROLL DOWN JACKET
Compatible with your pick of
headphones and MP3 player, the
Ronin keeps you warm with 550
down fill, while still rolling with a
little style. $420, burton.com

A

DAKINE COBRA GLOVE
Boarders put their gloves to the
test, and these tough leather
palms stay flexible in the cold.

Gore-Tex

keeps them dry;

articulated fingers make
them comfy and warm.

$80, dakine.com

Larson, 28, built his years at Montana
State around a dedicated twice-a-week
morning class schedule so he could feed
his snowboard habit seven days a week
(including the afternoons of his class
days). Completing his eighth season at Big

Matt Larson

Sky in 2009, he serves as a Rocky Mountain
Division freestyle educator for the American
Association of Snowboard Instructors and
he’s working on a proposal to build a team of
freestyle coaches who would travel the country

teaching park skills and safety.
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